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Student Attendance Percentage. Acting Principal’s Piece — Mark Thomas 
 

With all year levels having been back a number of weeks, I would like 
to take this opportunity to congratulate the vast majority of students 

on their level of engagement, sense of enthusiasm and overall commitment to 
the school’s core values of respect, achievement and responsibility. It is terrific 
having students back at school undertaking their education and from all reports, 
they are really trying to achieve their best in a respectful manner. 
 

Student Code of Conduct 
Like all Queensland State Schools, Toolooa SHS has a Student Code of 
Conduct (SCOC). The SCOC outlines policies and procedures that each 
school uses to help create and maintain a safe and supportive school 
environment. It clearly outlines the school's core values of Respect, 
Achievement and Responsibility and the specific behaviours that are expected 
in all settings at Toolooa. The SCOC outlines the school Positive Reward 
system for reinforcing appropriate behaviour and also outlines the possible 
consequences that may be used to manage inappropriate behaviour. It also 

identifies the differentiated processes that may be used to support and manage both behaviour 
at Toolooa. In addition to the school’s SCOC, Toolooa has significantly invested financially into 
the Wellbeing Team that provides support to all students. This support is also differentiated 
based on the needs of each student. The levels of support are outlined in the SCOC. The 
SCOC can be found on the school’s website and in the student’s success journal. 
 

All students will have received their 2026 Student Success Journal. The Success Journal 
provides students with the sections of the SCOC that are of particular importance to students 
at Toolooa. The expected behaviours can be found in the behaviour matrix on p 6A of the 
Success Journal. All staff at Toolooa are involved in the explicit teaching of these behaviours. 
Conversely, the Success Journal also outlines the list of the possible consequences that could 
be applied, should students not be demonstrating the appropriate behaviours. The Success 
Journal also provides students with a wealth of information with regards to uniform, late 
arrivals, early departures and assessment. 
 

It is important for all parents/carers to be aware of the SCOC and its contents and I encourage 
you to discuss these with your child. Information from the SCOC will be being discussed with 
students at whole school and year level parades, and in class. Different year levels will all have 
specific focus areas, which will be determined based on the specific needs of the cohort. 
 

If you have any questions in relation to the SCOC, please do not hesitate to contact the school 
office. 
 

School Photos: 
We have our annual school photographs being taken at school on Tuesday 24th and 
Wednesday 25th of February. Information regarding them being purchased has been 
communicated through multiple forums. Students who are not ordering individual prints will still 
need to have their photo taken for upload to our internal school records and for provision of 
student ID cards. 
 

NAPLAN- Be There, Be Ready! 
Do your best, don't stress—that's the message for our students in Years 7 and 9 who 
undertake the annual program. The National Assessment Program—Literacy and 
Numeracy External link (NAPLAN) is held annually in reading, writing, spelling, grammar and 
punctuation, and numeracy. 
 

NAPLAN tests help schools, teachers and parents track academic strengths and areas that 
may need improvement. They assist schools and the government to recognise curriculum 
programs that are effective in improving student outcomes. They support funding decisions 
and identify areas where resources should be allocated or where money should be spent. 
NAPLAN also helps parents and families to understand how their child is progressing in the 
important foundational areas of literacy and numeracy. Students and parents may discuss 
results with their teacher to understand how they are performing and identify areas of focus for 
the future. 
 

NAPLAN is for Everyone! 
It's important that as many students participate in NAPLAN as possible. More students 
participating in NAPLAN will provide more data, as well as a more accurate picture of how 
schools and students are progressing. Better data, both in terms of quality and quantity, leads 
to more effective decisions and greater support for all students. The online tests have many 
features to enhance the test experience for students with and without disability. We also 
provide adjustments and alternative test formats to allow students with disability to access the 
tests and show what they know and can do. Talk to us if you need more information. 

https://www.nap.edu.au/
https://www.nap.edu.au/


Acting Principal Piece Continued… 
NAPLAN Readiness 
When your child comes home from school, they might mention NAPLAN. They might talk about NAPLAN activities they 
have done in class, including practice tests. 

 

Students don’t need to practise for NAPLAN. But we do want your child to be familiar with: 

 the online test environment 

 the device they’ll use during the test 

 the different kinds of questions, how they use their time and how they check their work. 
 

When your child talks about practice tests, they’re talking about resources like the NAPLAN public demonstration site. 
This site helps students to become familiar with the different kinds of questions they will see in a real NAPLAN test. 
 

We do these activities to help your child feel safe, confident and capable. They will know what to expect and what they 
have to do. Students do not need to stress about NAPLAN. It’s just one part of their school program, and we simply 
encourage students to do the best they can. 
 

Have a go at the test yourself and contact us if you need to know more. 
 

See what NAPLAN will be like for your child by visiting the public demonstration site. Find out more by visiting the department’s NAPLAN page for 
parents and carers. 
 

ACARA’s student privacy notice on the collection of student information for NAPLAN is also available. 
 

 If you have any other questions about NAPLAN, please contact Deputy Principal- Nicki Collocott on 4971 4333 

 We are excited that your child gets the chance to show their learning in NAPLAN this year. If you have any other questions about 

NAPLAN, please contact Deputy Principal- Nicki Collocott on 4971 4333 

 We are excited that your child gets the chance to show their learning in NAPLAN this year. 
 

E-Scooter Rules and Fines 
There has been an increase in the number of serious crashes involving e-scooters, e-skateboards and similar devices. Many of these crashes are 
occurring in and around schools involving students. 
 

To ensure you and your child know the rules to stay safe while using these devices, you can visit Streetsmarts Qld for a quick and easy to understand 
listing of the rules. 
 

Key rules to be aware of include: 
 

AGE: 

 Primary school aged children, under 12 years, cannot ride e-scooters or e-skateboards at all. 

 Children aged 12 to 15 years can only ride with adult supervision. 

 Only those over the age of 16 years can ride e-scooters or e-skateboards. 
 

Supervising adults should ride on a separate device, at a safe following distance from the child riding. 
The adult should always have close direct oversight of the child riding so that direction, guidance and 
any intervention can be given when needed. 
 

Children under 12 can use push scooters and similar devices, but for more information you can visit the 
Department of Transport and Main Roads’ website. 
 

ROAD USE: 

 E-scooters and e-skateboards can only be used on the road in very limited 

circumstances. 

 If your child uses an e-scooter or e-skateboard to get to and from school, it's good to 

remind them to ride on footpaths to obey road rules including speed limits. 
 

SPEED LIMIT ON FOOTPATHS: 
The speed limit for footpaths and shared paths is 12 km/h. 

 

SAFETY: 

 Helmets must be used with the straps fastened securely, and bells fitted for any 

devices with handlebars. 

 Only one person should ride on a device at a time – no doubling. 

 Riders must ride to the conditions and avoid any unsafe manoeuvres. 
 

Significant fines may apply if riders are caught breaking the rules, including an on-the-spot fine of 
$1209 for using a mobile phone and a maximum court-imposed penalty of $6452 for careless riding. 
 

For more helpful videos and other safety tips please visit Streetsmarts Qld. 
 

Valentine’s Day 2026 
Our Senior Leaders truly outdid themselves this year, transforming Valentine’s Day into a vibrant 
celebration of joy, connection and school spirit. 
 

Although Valentine’s Day fell on a Saturday, our leaders ensured the celebrations began early, bringing 
the festivities to life on Friday. In the week leading up to the event, they organised a hugely successful 
Valentine’s stall, selling roses, cookies, teddy bears and personalised serenades and announcements 
for those special people in our students’ lives. The enthusiasm across the school was unmistakable. 
 

On the day, our Senior Leaders embraced the theme wholeheartedly, dressing as “Cupid Couriers” as 
they delivered gifts and surprised students with live serenades featuring singing, saxophone and guitar 
performances. Their confidence and creativity made for some unforgettable moments. Adding to the 
excitement, our very own Mr Thomas joined in the spirit of the occasion with special Valentine’s 
announcements broadcast over the school loudspeaker, much to the delight of students and staff alike. 
 

Most impressively, the team raised close to $900 for the school. A fantastic achievement that reflects 
both their dedication and the strong support of our school community. 
 

A huge congratulations to our Senior Leaders for their initiative, organisation and the positive energy 
they brought to the day. They truly made Valentine’s Day 2026 one to remember. 

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/public-demonstration-site
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/public-demonstration-site
https://education.qld.gov.au/parents-and-carers/school-information/naplan
https://nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/naplan/naplan-student-privacy-notice.pdf
http://www.streetsmarts.initiatives.qld.gov.au/pmd/get-the-facts/
https://www.qld.gov.au/transport/safety/rules/wheeled-devices/skateboards
http://www.streetsmarts.initiatives.qld.gov.au/pmd/get-the-facts/


Good News Stories 
 

Earlier this month, our Year 12 senior leaders attended the GRIP Leadership Conference to 

develop their leadership skills and vision for Toolooa SHS. 

Interactors ‘take over’ at Gladstone Parkrun 
 

On the 7th of February, some of our 
Toolooa Interactor’s dedicated their 
time to volunteer at the Gladstone 
Parkrun at Lions Park. Parkrun is a 
free event that brings together the 
community where you can walk, jog 
or run. But you can also volunteer or 
spectate and cheer everyone on. 
Parkrun starts 7am every Saturday 
morning and takes around an hour 
however social discussions and 
coffee by participants means you can 
have an enjoyable morning out. 
 

The Interactor’s filled all volunteer 
roles on the day, which included tail 
walkers, timing, photography, token 
distribution and barcode scanning. 
With 11 fantastic Toolooa Interactor’s 
getting involved in this event it meant 
local Gladstone ‘runners’ could enjoy 
their morning Parkrun. 
 

The morning of the Parkrun saw an 
amazing 156 people complete the 
parkrun event. Look out for the next 
Interact Club takeover and come and 
enjoy Saturday morning with us! 



 Dear Parents and Guardians, 
Over the past 3 years Port Curtis Region High schools have 
paid an affiliation fee for students to be able to access Port 
Curtis representative sporting trials and teams at no cost. 
The intention of this was to assist in making sport accessible 
for all students. The affiliation fees in 2025 totalled to over 
$80,000. This cost has been taken on by Port Curtis Region 
School since 2023- 2025. Schools will continue to pay this 
affiliation fee in 2026, however due to the increasing ongoing 
costs association with supporting Port Curtis representative 
sports, a student levy has been implemented. 
 

Prior to 2023, students who made a Port Curtis Sport team 
were required to pay a fee of between $65- $120 depending 
on the location of the Capricornia District trials to cover 
costs. Port Curtis Sport committed to keeping representative 
school sport accessible for all students. 
 

A Decision has been made that due to the increase in cost 
associated with Port Curtis representative sporting programs 
a levy of $10 be added for students selected in a Port Curtis 
team. Students who are selected in a Port Curtis team will 
receive the information regarding the levy in the paperwork. 
This levy will be able to be paid via the QKR app. 
 

Regards, 
Port Curtis Sport. 



 



Phones /Headphones Away For The Day! 
Mobile Phone /Headphone Smart Device Reminder. 
 

All devices, phones, headphones need to be out of sight from the 
first bell until the end of the day. Headphones must not be used 
during the school day. 
 

Smart watches are to be switched to flight mode with all 
notifications silenced through out the day. 
 

Please remind your child of these expectations. As per our Student 
Code of Conduct, sighting of these devices by staff will result in 
your child being requested to hand these to the office for the 
remainder of the school day. 

https://www.facebook.com/portcurtissport?

mibextid=LQQJ4d 

Stymie News 

Week 3 Week 4 

https://www.facebook.com/portcurtissport?mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://www.facebook.com/portcurtissport?mibextid=LQQJ4d


Welcome to 2026. 
 
We have been very busy so far this Term, moving 
into the new Wellbeing space, and getting used to 
having LOTS of room for everyone. We share the 
new wellbeing hub with our Guidance Officers and 
Social Workers. We will be adding some more 
artwork to the walls and cannot wait to hang our 
Reconciliation artwork from 2025. 
 

We held our annual meet & greet last week; it was lovely to meet our new families. 
Our families were able to visit the new space and see what all the hype is about. We 
had a copy of the AIATSIS map of Indigenous Australia laminated so that everyone 
can add their pin to show which Mob they belong to. We will continue to have this up 
in the wellbeing hub, so that those students that could not make it, can add their pin 
to the map. 
 

Our 2026 Indigenous Pathways program will kick off this Term.  Please keep your 
eye out for permission notes coming home in due course.  This is an opportunity for 
our Year 10 students to visit different workplaces and industries around the 
Gladstone Region to see what vocations and pathways are on offer after school.  If 
your student would like more information, please see Tracy during lunchtimes at the 
wellbeing hub. 

 

Our Balas and Tiddas program is still on offer this Term. Forms have gone home and we are waiting for them to come back.  
 

We have an exciting project for our students in this space, and we will also have some guest speakers coming in to yarn to 
the students. Keep an eye out for progress updates on the project over the coming months. 
 

Our students had some fun at the Toolooa Swimming Carnival yesterday. Here are some fun shots of the day. 



Register Now for Girl Power Program 
 

MYTH: Trades are only for blokes. 
FACT: Women are SMASHING it at @Ergon Energy Network and @Energex, where they make up 40% of the 
current apprenticeship intake. 
 

And here’s the chance for our female aspiring tradies to see if these fantastic careers might be right for them. 
Through the Girl Power Program, Ergon and Energex are offering online info sessions to chat with some of their 
hundreds of current female apprentices and qualified tradespeople.  
 

It’s a great way for girls in years 10-12 to find out firsthand what it’s like to do an electrical apprenticeship as part 
of the Ergon/Energex team, and learn about the application process and assessments. Online session will be 
held on:  

• Tuesday, March 3; 10am-11am 

• Wednesday, March 4; 1pm-2pm 

• Thursday, March 5; 6.30pm-7.30pm 
 

Some students will also have the chance to get hands-on during upcoming Immersion Days at local depots.  
Register for the Girl Power Program here https://tinyurl.com/msy3fzxj or speak to your Careers Advisor/VET 
Coordinator for more info. 

Senior Schooling News 

With Darren Boase 

https://tinyurl.com/msy3fzxj


 

STYMIE 
Back In 2017, Toolooa State High School decided to trial an innovative and amazing online tool to assist 
in supporting our school community via the introduction of Rachel Downie https://
www.racheldownie.com/ who created STYMIE www.stymie.com.au  
 

Over the years, Rachel has provided amazing insight, support and information to our school in the lead 
up and implementation of STYMIE as well as in an ongoing way. She has presented to our Toolooa 
students, staff and parent community in the past. STYMIE and Rachel’s knowledge has become a 
significant component of managing and responding to concerns in relation to not only bullying but other issues of concern for 
our students and school community. You can only imagine our excitement when Rachel was nominated back in 2020 QLD 
Australian of the Year award and our absolute delight when she was announced as the incredibly well deserved winner of this 
honour! Rachel’s tenacity and passion to help communities be informed and educated cannot be measured or quantified in a 
way that does her justice, she is inspirational. 
 

STYMIE allows the school to receive anonymous email notifications from bystanders. These Stymie Notifications are about 
students who may be experiencing harm or report all manner of concerns. Bystanders including students, parents and carers 
and community members can make notifications to about people who they believe are being bullied. This notification can be 
about physical, cyber, relational, or emotional bullying. Bystanders may also upload files, which contain evidence such as text 
messages, screenshots of FB pages or instant messages. Our school is then able to disseminate these Stymie Notifications 
(emails) to their appropriate staff, in order for them to manage the situation, according to the school ’s policies and procedures. 
Stymie Notifications may be sent using a mobile phone, iPad, tablet or computer. 
 

STYMIE is just one of many tools, strategies and supports that we incorporate to make up our schools’ strong commitment to 
providing a safe and secure environment for our young people. We believe the introduction of STYMIE has, and continues to, 
contribute to helping us monitor, manage and support our students in a more efficient and effective way. 
 

As existing or new to Toolooa Parents and Carers, we encourage you to become familiar with STYMIE and how it works so 
you can know how to help your student utilise it if its needed. It is a great way for students to feel powerful about seeking help 
for themselves or others in a simple way when they previously may not have been confident about how to share information 
with our staff. More specific information for parents can be found at https://about.stymie.com.au/for-parents/ 

Good Guidance 
with Tim Lowe, Jenny Morris, 

Silke Hetherington & Joshua Cosgrove. 
 

FROM THE GUIDANCE OFFICE 

Senior Schooling News 

With Darren Boase 

https://www.racheldownie.com/
https://www.racheldownie.com/
http://www.stymie.com.au
https://about.stymie.com.au/for-parents/


Science News 
 

Year 11 Engineering 
Exploring the need to follow the engineering 
problem-solving process to develop the tallest paper 
tower that can be built using limited resources. 

Business News 
This year our ECB department has 
had a bit of a shuffle with our 2 
main teachers, Mr Patane and Mrs 
Hargreaves moving staffrooms. They are both now 
located in the library which allows for better 
collaboration between the teaching team. 
 
Our ECB classes have made a good start to the year 
with our yr 8 class working on a unit titled ‘Business 
Basics’. This unit lays the foundation for our students 
in understanding the business world. It gives the 
students some knowledge about a range of business 
topics including markets, cash flows, work 
environments, taxation, supply & demand and 
budgets. Students will be sitting and exam for this unit 
in week 9. 
 
Our yr 9 ECB class is working on a unit titled ‘Buy 
Smart’. This unit teaches students to develop 
research questions in regard to financial risks and 
rewards. The students analyse information about 
possible purchasing risks including online scams, 
refund policies and fraud. The students then use this 
information to develop a project to inform other class 
members about possible dangers associated with 
online purchasing. 
 
Overall, it has been a very positive start to the year 
with both of our classes getting through the work and 
enjoying themselves in class. I am looking forward to 
the rest of the year, and I am sure all students will be 
learning plenty about the business world. 
 
Chris Hill 
HoD Business 
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https://ppr.qed.qld.gov.au/attachment/managing-students-health-support-needs-at-school-procedure.pdf 

https://ppr.qed.qld.gov.au/attachment/managing-students-health-support-needs-at-school-procedure.pdf


 



 

E-Scooter Rules and Fines 
There has been an increase in the number of serious crashes involving e-scooters, e-
skateboards and similar devices. Many of these crashes are occurring in and around 
schools involving students. 
 

To ensure you and your child know the rules to stay safe while using these devices, 
you can visit Streetsmarts Qld for a quick and easy to understand listing of the rules. 
 

Key rules to be aware of include: 
 

AGE: 

 Primary school aged children, under 12 years, cannot ride e-scooters or e-
skateboards at all. 

 Children aged 12 to 15 years can only ride with adult supervision. 

 Only those over the age of 16 years can ride e-scooters or e-skateboards. 
 

Supervising adults should ride on a separate device, at a safe following distance from 
the child riding. The adult should always have close direct oversight of the child riding 
so that direction, guidance and any intervention can be given when needed. 
 

Children under 12 can use push scooters and similar devices, but for more information 
you can visit the Department of Transport and Main Roads’ website. 
 

ROAD USE: 

 E-scooters and e-skateboards can only be used on the road in very limited cir-
cumstances. 

 If your child uses an e-scooter or e-skateboard to get to and from school, it's good 
to remind them to ride on footpaths to obey road rules including speed limits. 

 

SPEED LIMIT ON FOOTPATHS: 
The speed limit for footpaths and shared paths is 12 km/h. 

 

SAFETY: 

 Helmets must be used with the straps fastened securely, and bells fitted for any 
devices with handlebars. 

 Only one person should ride on a device at a time – no doubling. 

 Riders must ride to the conditions and avoid any unsafe manoeuvres. 
 

Significant fines may apply if riders are caught breaking the rules, including an on-the-
spot fine of $1209 for using a mobile phone and a maximum court-imposed penalty of 
$6452 for careless riding. 
 

For more helpful videos and other safety tips please visit Streetsmarts Qld. 

http://www.streetsmarts.initiatives.qld.gov.au/pmd/get-the-facts/
https://www.qld.gov.au/transport/safety/rules/wheeled-devices/skateboards
http://www.streetsmarts.initiatives.qld.gov.au/pmd/get-the-facts/


 

Toolooa State High School Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 8:00am - 3:30 pm 

General Enquiries Ph. 07 4971 4333 

Student Absentee Notification Ph. 07 4971 4360 

Toolooa State High School 
2 Philip Street 

PO Box 8109 

South Gladstone Qld 4680 

the.principal@toolooashs.eq.edu.au 
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