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Student Attendance Level. Principal’s Piece — Justin Harrison 
 

Upcoming Assessment 
With week 6 nearly completed and the majority of subjects moving 
into the assessment phase of the term, students need to be 
organised and committed to their upcoming assessment. It is 

important that students take ownership of their learning and commit to each subject while 
also seeking feedback from their teachers on how to improve. I encourage parents/carers 
to regularly discuss their child’s progress and be ‘ahead of the game’ when it comes to 
their upcoming assessment, and to contact the school if you have any concerns. 
 

Every Day Counts 
As we already know, there is a very clear link between attendance and achievement. 
Currently, our year-to-date attendance percentage sits at 85.2%. This percentage is higher 
than the same time last year, however, it is significantly below the school's target of 90%. 
To provide every student with the best chance of success, I encourage all families to 
continue to communicate the importance of coming to school and for their child to engage 
in all classes. If you are having any difficulty in getting your child to school, please contact 
the Year Level Coordinator or Deputy Principal to discuss possible strategies. 
 

Gold Award Presentations 

Each term, Toolooa recognises students who have strived to achieve outstanding 
academic results in each of their subjects they are studying. On Tuesday the 9th of May, 
Toolooa State High School held a recognition parade to celebrate the academic success of 
our students for Term One of 2023. 

Year 7: Mieka Barton, Tyler Cruickshank, Hui 
Yan Hannant, Kaleb Hicks, Milla Lamberton, 
Sienna Maunders, Oriana Maycock, Tara 
Potocki, Alexis, Layla-Jayne Scott, Sienna 
Sheridan, Karanveer Singh, Jyoti Warrier. 

Year 8: Cohen Beach, Jarvis, Hallie Davey, 
Robert Dobson, Jasmyn Frost, Mia 
Hetherington, Catherine, Tanishka Kannan, 
Zach, Anneliese, Gerald Paguiligan, Lacey, 
Aleena Quadri, Abraur Ullah, Caitlin Wyatt. 

Year 9: Charley Ryan, Alisha Van Den 
Bosch, Jaz Girard, Claire, Kate Russell, Niel 
Torres, Kelsee, Lachlan Coward, Sophie 
Whitehouse, Melia Sorrensen, Yuki 
Sorrensen, Faisal Agha, Jakanda, Flynn, 
Andrei Lumbre, Khyati Mehta, Isaac Neilsen, 
Harry Petrie, Sam Warren, Tairui Zang, 
Alexis Cox, Arishiya Imran, Tobias, Kiralee, 
Kionah. 

Year 10: Xander Bruhn, Mily Jalass, Isabelle 
Pearce, Riley Townsend, Marianne Golding, 
Amalia, Ella Reading, Tristan, Ava 
Hetherington, Lola Noy, Sophie Slack. 



Stymie News 

National Sorry Day 
This Friday the 26th of May, 
Toolooa SHS will recognise and 
acknowledge the mistreatment of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people who were forcibly 
removed from their families and 
communities, which we now know 
as ‘The Stolen Generations’. We 
will recognise the strength of the 
survivors and reflect on how we 
can all work together for healing. 
During junior and senior parades 
students will hear about the history 
of ‘The Stolen Generation’ through 
a reading of a poem written by Ted 
Dean, and watching the trailer for, 
‘The Last Daughter’. 

Week 5 

Week 6 



Maths Tutoring  
Popular With All Year Levels: 

  

Maths tutoring has resumed for 2023. It is 
on every Wednesday afternoon from 3pm 
- 4pm and is available for any year level. It 
has become very popular in recent years 
and it is good to see many students making 
the effort to come and improve their 
mathematics skills by doing a little extra work 
each week. 
 

Remember: come for a little while or stay for the whole hour 
- depending on your needs. 
 

We suggest that if you are planning to attend that you make 
sure you have some work from your teacher to continue on 
with or have recognised some aspect of your work you need 
extra help with. Do not come without any plan of what 
you are going to do. It is not a social outing! Students 
not using the time wisely will be asked to leave or their 
parents will be contacted to come and get them. 
 

All students must sign in on arrival and out when leaving so 
we have record of your attendance. 
 

Don’t forget to make sure you have made your own 
arrangements to get home that day. For more details or any 
enquiries please contact me on Ph. 4971 4317 or 
ghage2@eq.edu.au 
 

Greg Hage 
HOD Mathematics 

IT News 
 

Important Reminders About Screen Time 
Managing the amount of time children and young people spend in front of a 
screen is a concern that many parents and teachers share. Set reasonable 
expectations for the amount of time your child or young person is spending in 
front of a screen, and for the type and quality of that screen time. 
 

It can be hard to get away from screens in our increasingly digital life. 
 

Screen time can be defined as any time spent on a device with a screen, 
including televisions, computers, smart phones, tablets, video games and even 
wearable technology such as smart watches. 
 

The Australian Government, Department of Health provides recommendations 
for the physical activity, sedentary and sleep behaviours for children and young 
people. Across a 24 hour period, the following is recommended: 
 

• infants younger than two, have no screen time 

• children ages 2–5, have no more than one hour per day 

• children and young people aged between 5–17 years have less than 2 hours 

a day of sedentary recreational screen time. 
 

These time limits do not include the screen time spent on educational activities. 

mailto:ghage2@eq.edu.au
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Senior Schooling News 

With Darren Boase 
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From The Junior Secondary Head of Department 
With Gerard Clark 

 

2023 CQ Robotics Competition 
 

Congratulations to our 2 Toolooa Teams who competed at 
the 7th annual CQ Robotics Competition today. A special 
congratulations to the Toolooa Tech Stars, who took out 
the "Most Persistent Team" award! 
 

The CQ Robotics Competition is a community-based 
educational initiative that shows school aged students just 
how much fun science, engineering and technology can 
be! CQUniversity has hosted this annual event since its 
inception in 2017. It is a great opportunity to engage with 
the community and inspire students. 
 

Teams were tasked with assisting the engineers and 
technicians from Rio Tinto and QAL. to design, construct 
and program two mechanical systems to keep the sites 
running. One system was an autonomous robot that will be 
deployed into the Plant and Warehouse industrial areas to 
collect materials for sorting, and the other system was an automated sorting, and system which will receive the 
collected materials and sort them into piles. 
 

Teams were also aiming to achieve sustainability targets through the collection and sorting of green carbon credits, 
as well as aiming to maintain community cohesion by incorporating into their digital solution an Acknowledgement of 
Country to the Traditional Owners of the Gladstone Region. 
 

Educational robotics is a relatively new and rich subject incorporating science and technology. It has a 
multidisciplinary focus across technologies such as computing, mathematics, software programming, electrical and 
mechanical engineering, artificial intelligence, communication, sensor technology, educational technology, image 
processing and game theory. This is an exciting and engaging competition consisting of different categories such as 
rescue, soccer and dance. Competing participants are quickly brought into the realities of working with complex and 
ever-changing real-life environments. They learn to adapt and modify their robotic creations to conform to these 
dynamic surroundings. In this way, students in the process of constructing and programming robots will impress upon 
themselves how interesting and exciting science and technology can be 
 

Thanks to Mr Bailey and Mr Jones for their ongoing support of myself and dedication to the STEM Squad. We love to 
see all the cool opportunities that the kids get to access and look forward to seeing what innovative solutions they can 
design next. 
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Paint the Town Purple! (Some information referenced from Reachout.com) 
 

Each May, Queensland marks Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Month (DFVP Month) to raise community awareness of domestic and 
family violence and to send a clear message that domestic and family violence in families and homes will not be tolerated – not now, not ever. 
 

Our Toolooa SHS school community takes the opportunity to raise awareness by focusing on promoting the skills of healthy, positive and 
respectful relationships- something we do always but the month of May gives us a chance to highlight them more. As parents, we hope that this 
article helps you as you navigate managing this important stage for your child. 
 

Positive and respectful relationships are a very important part of growing up, and they will lead your child to having a deeper capacity for 
caring, empathy and communication. Your support is vital to them being able to understand what a respectful relationship looks like, and how 
to create one. 
 

The most influential people in a teenager’s life are the adults around them. The single most important thing you can do is to be a positive role 
model, by having respectful relationships with the friends and family that you yourself care about. Reflect on the principles outlined below, and 
think about how they can be applied in your own relationships with other adults and with your child. 
 

What Does a Respectful Relationship Look Like? 

• Communication. It is never assumed that our partner or family member knows what we are feeling or thinking, or that we know 
what is in their head. The only effective way to know and to be understood is to talk often, talk calmly, and talk openly. 

• Consent. Anything that happens in regard to the relationship happens with the active agreement of both people involved. This 
includes things like sex, discussing private matters with others, and major decisions that affect the other person. 

• Recognising the effects of our actions. We think about the effects of our actions and choices on our partner and family. Will it 
cause someone to be hurt, or create conflict? 

• Respect. We are always respectful of each other’s feelings and choices. If we’re not sure how someone feels, we ask, we don’t 
assume. If we truly care about someone, we would want to see them happy and supported in the choices they make about 
themselves and their lives. 

 

How To Talk To Your Teenager About Respectful Relationships 
Having conversations about sex, relationships and communication from a young age makes it possible for your child to feel comfortable talking 
with you about their feelings and relationships in their adolescence. 
 

• Encourage conversations about feelings, friendships and family relationships. This will help them understand and look for 
important qualities in relationships. 

• Practice active listening. Listen to what your teenager says and ask them open questions (“What are you feeling about him?”). 
Repeat back some of what you have heard or what you think they mean, to check you understand. 

• If they want your opinion. Don’t tell them what you want them to do. Tell them how you see the situation. For example, say “It 
sounds to me like you really like this person, but they don’t listen to you very much. 

 

Important Topics For Your Child To Talk About 
There is a lot of information here that is worth talking about, and you won’t do it all in one conversation. Talking often with your child means you 
can explore these ideas one at a time, and maintain a communicative relationship with your teenager. 
 

Being clear about what you want 
 

Many people are afraid to talk with their partner or love interest about their relationship. They are afraid that they will disagree about what they 
want or feel, and they will lose the relationship. But being able to talk about a relationship is the single most important factor in whether it is a 
good relationship. Topics that should be talked about include sex (consent), having feelings towards other people, how exclusive the 
relationship is, and respectful boundaries. 
 

• Talk about what you expect a relationship to be like. 

• Talk about what is or isn’t OK for each of you. 

• Talk about what the relationship should involve. 

• Talk about the importance of consent. 

• Check in whenever feelings change or something new comes up that you haven’t talked about. 
 

Jealousy 
Jealousy is not an emotion really, it’s a label for a lot of other unpleasant feelings - like insecurity, fear of abandonment, feeling left out or not 
good enough, or worry that our partner doesn’t love us or isn’t attracted to us. We feel so bad we want to blame someone else or their actions. 
 

• Use jealousy as a signpost to what you are really feeling. Try to describe it. Talk about this with your partner. 

• Talking about our feelings is awkward, but it makes us feel better and makes it possible to work out our problems. 

• Jealousy is never an excuse for people to be mean, hurtful, abusive or controlling. 
 

Sex and Sexuality 
Not all teenagers do, but most teenagers experiment with sexual behaviour at some stage. Giving them clear information on safe sex, consent, 
contraception, and sexually transmitted infections means they are equipped to be safe. Plus, having this conversation early and more than 
once, means you can also talk about unwanted sexual behaviour and peer pressure. 
 

Puberty is also when some teenagers begin to feel attracted to members of the same-sex, or many feel attractions to more than one sex. 
 

Your child’s romantic life is theirs. If they’d like information but don’t know where to go you could recommend that they read the youth fact 
sheets on ReachOut.com for more ideas worth talking about. 

Good Guidance 
with Karyn Baxter, Jenny Morris, 

 & Silke Hetherington. 
 

FROM THE GUIDANCE OFFICE 

https://parents.au.reachout.com/common-concerns/everyday-issues/things-to-try-sex/how-to-teach-your-teenager-about-consent


  Health & Physical Education News 
 

Yr 12 Sport & Rec Gym Visits 
 

This term for yr 12 Sport and 
Rec, our students have been 
studying a unit about training 
for fitness. Throughout this 
term the students have been 
participating in a range of 
activities designed to improve 
their overall health and teach 
them about the benefits of 
exercise and a healthy 
lifestyle. 
 

As part of their assessment 
for this unit they are going to 
design and deliver their own 
fitness session to the rest of 
the class. To help prepare the 
students for this assessment 
we have done a few 
excursions to various gyms 
around town to get a real life 
feel of what a fitness session 
could look like. 
 

We have visited Hub Total 
Fitness where we did an RPM 
class. We also visited Yaralla 
Fitness Centre where we did 
a strength and mobility class 
and, just last week, we visited 
UBX Boxing & Strength where 
we learnt about HIIT training 
and circuit training. 
 

Overall, the students have really been enjoying these sessions and hopefully learning a lot 
about their overall fitness. I wish them all the best for their upcoming assessment and I hope 
they see improvements in their own fitness levels after this unit. 
 

Chris Hill 
HoD HPE 

  Humanities News 
 

https://eq.sobs.com.au/pt3/parent.php?schoolid=70345&fbclid=IwAR1dQTeV-
s63DwqtwfaK_emqYUtte09cdhIFJOXnNjbwu-d42mI6QO3KPqg 

https://eq.sobs.com.au/pt3/parent.php?schoolid=70345&fbclid=IwAR1dQTeV-s63DwqtwfaK_emqYUtte09cdhIFJOXnNjbwu-d42mI6QO3KPqg
https://eq.sobs.com.au/pt3/parent.php?schoolid=70345&fbclid=IwAR1dQTeV-s63DwqtwfaK_emqYUtte09cdhIFJOXnNjbwu-d42mI6QO3KPqg
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Humanities News 



 
   English News 

 
Year 12 English 
Ms Jounquay's class recently completed a writing activity in class using this picture as 
their stimulus. They had five minutes to produce their responses. Here is some of their 
writing for your enjoyment. 

 
By Jesse 
How to cook irradiated rat: Apocalypse edition. 
 
When I was a small child, the bombs wiped away all I had 
known. From the wreckage of the town I once loved, I grew 
fond of one of the most simple meals to make. Cooked rat. 
 
While slightly irradiated (from the bombs), its a shockingly good 
meal, one of the best and easiest to find in this world of scarce 
food. 

1. Catch the rat 

- Usually this step isn’t too hard. They lie among the 
damp and mouldy corners of the decrepid buildings. In 
rooms away from the light and elements they prowl. 
Making any amount of noise provokes them to attack, 
and because of their size its best to skewer them with a 
sharpened stick from afar. 

2. Skin the rat 

- This step has been the same method as was used 
before the war, jsut use a knife and discard of their 
irradiated fur. Easy as. 

3. Cut the meat (optional) 

- Most of the meat is pretty good, cooking them whole is 
viable but the cancerous insides of most of the rate, are 
prone to making us humans sick, so cutting the muscle 
from the bones and cancers is recommended. 

4. Cook the rat 

- Open fires work well for this. Cook until brown for cuts, 
and if whole cook until the outside is black. 

 
 
 
By Paulo 
The Execution 
 
The muzzle flash lit up the otherwise dark corridor… 
 
The body fell flat, nothing more than a lifeless husk and a puddle of cold red blood was left. Stamped in the face and 
kicked by a heavy steel boot, set aside as another one of the tall, shadowed guards would drag another group, this time 
a family of four ahead of a concrete column in a line of many. Another guard, lifting his six-shot revolver readied the 
group of four for what was to him just another execution in a series of many… 
 
By Aleia 
She sat lopsided on her splintering rocking chair. The dark wood was a stark contrast to her pale skin, the sickly colour 
reminding her of her limited days left here in this life. With great struggle she lifted her head to gaze out the broken 
window that revealed another tall dilapidated building similar to her own, separated by a deep ravine now overrun with 
forest. She remembered back to her youth and the bridge that once connected the two lands but that was long ago and 
that bridge long destroyed. She was almost grateful for her numbered days…she would finally find the peace that this 
world had lacked for too long. 
 
By Calli (deliberately written in fan-fic style) 
Edward Cullen ran through the trees, his sparkle occasionally glinting through the gaps the sun would peer through. He 
could only tell where he was going by the consuming grey apartment block lining his track. He didn’t think he had very 
long until he could leave this place. The further he got, the more ravenous he was feeling. God, he missed his Bella. 
"Rawrrr" he exclaimed as he just couldn’t hold his desire in much longer. He missed her and he needed to escape so he 
could find his girl. He was scared. What if something had happened to her? 
 
Natalie Jounquay-Aburn 
Head of Department - English 
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Nurse Natters 
 

What’s On At Headspace Gladstone 
 

Please check out the current group activities happening at Headspace Gladstone at level 1/147 Goondoon 
Street. Feel free to give them a call for more information about the current activities they are running for 
youth aged 12-25 years. 
 

Their phone number is 4903 1921. 
 

If you have any general health questions/concerns for your child please contact the SBYHN for a chat on 49714336. or 
via email on  kocon144@eq.edu.au. 

mailto:kocon144@eq.edu.au
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Nurse Natters 
 

 
 

If you have any general health questions/concerns for your child please contact the SBYHN for a chat on 
49714336. or via email on  kocon144@eq.edu.au. 
 

Yours in Health 
Kerry O’Connell 
(School Based Youth Health Nurse) 

mailto:kocon144@eq.edu.au
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Medications In Schools 

A Reminder To Wear a Helmet When Riding Your Bicycle 
 

We would like to remind everyone that the road rules require you, to wear an approved 
(Australian Standard 2063 or AS/NZS 2063) bicycle helmet. This helmet must be worn 
on your head, and properly fitted and fastened before use. 



Calculators Available 
from the Office 

 

Please be advised that Scientific Calculators and 
Graphics Calculators have now arrived at the school. 
 

Scientific Calculators are $25.00 each. 
 

Graphics Calculators are $215.00 each. (These 
calculators are only required by some maths students in 
Yrs. 11 and 12 
 

Students can purchase these from the office but only 
during their recess breaks. 

School Dental Clinic 
 

If you would like your student to 
see the school dental clinic, please 
arrange an appointment by 
contacting the number below: 
 

Phone (07) 4920 6372 

P & C Meeting Dates 
 

P & C Meetings are week 3 & 8 of every 
Term on a Monday @ 6pm in the Shelter 
Classroom which is entered via the door in the 

carpark turnaround. 
 

Please see the below dates for future meetings. 
• 17th October 2022  
• 21st November 2022 

Homework Club 
 

Do you need help with your homework or 
with assessments? 
 

Every morning from 8.00am to 8.45am 
assistance is provided at Toolooa House 
in SB01 & it is also available in both lunch breaks if 
students require assistance. 
 

Please feel free to come up and let one of our friendly 
Inclusion Assistants help you. 
 

If you would like more information about Homework Club, 
please contact: 
 

David Roby  
on 49714379. 

Lost Property 
 

Please Collect Now! 
 

Our box is currently full of hats, jackets 
and jumpers. None of these have student names on them. 
 

Smaller items lost at school such as glasses, keys, 
jewellery, etc. can be collected at the admin office also. 
 

Unclaimed items will be donated to charity  
at the end of this school term. 

School 
Uniform 

Donations 
Wanted 

 

The school would 
like to ask families to 
consider donating to 
the school any used 
uniforms that they 
are not handing on 
or selling. 
 

These uniforms are 
then used for 
emergent situations 
as required. (They 
are NOT sold). 
 

If you wish to donate 
your uniforms (in 
good condition) 
please leave them at 
our front office. 
 

Thankyou, any help 
is greatly 
appreciated. 

Tuckshop News 
 

We have eftpos 
machine in the 
tuckshop, with a no 
cash out policy. You 
can also pre-order 
your lunch if you 
wish so that you 

don’t have to wait in line or miss 
out on your favourite 
food. 
 

Please use some 
etiquette and be 
considerate when 
using the EFTPOS 
facilities, & if you do utilise this 
privilege, please wait for your 
transaction to be approved before 
walking off or do not start eating 
or drinking your order until the 
transaction has been approved. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

We can no longer 
accept payments 
over the phone or 
written on the 
uniform sheet as 
the bank has removed the 
manual function on our eftpos 
machines. 
 

Thankyou. 
Kim—Tuckshop Convenor 

 



 

 



 

Toolooa State High School Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 8:00am - 3:30 pm 

General Enquiries Ph. 07 4971 4333 

Student Absentee Notification Ph. 07 4971 4360 

Toolooa State High School 
2 Philip Street 

PO Box 8109 

South Gladstone Qld 4680 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

Uniform Shop News 
 

Opening Hours are Tuesdays 
             8am-12pm 

 

Enquiries, online orders or emergencies please email 
uniformshop@toolooashs.eq.edu.au  

 

You can download a uniform pre order form from 
the school website at www.toolooashs.eq.edu.au 

Just a reminder that the everyday shorts with 
Toolooa Logo are COMPULSORY 

 

Music shirts are now available to purchase at 
the uniform shop. 

Tuckshop News 
 

Check our daily special board for changing 
meals or why not order a healthy salad or 
wrap suited to your own requirements? 
Please see our staff to help you with this. 
 

Students can preorder at tuckshop from 8.20am for 
their lunch to ensure they do not miss out on their 
favourite food or if they have a special request please 
have a chat with one of the tuckshop ladies. 
 

Did you know we offer outside catering as well as 
internal catering? 
 

If you are having a Luncheon/ staff morning or 
afternoon tea, we can help with a variety of options? 
 

Sandwich and Wrap Platters, 
 

Fruit and Sweets Platters, and 
other options are available. 
 

Call our staff for a quote. 
 

Phone No. 49714353. 

Bike & Scooter Safety 
Does your child ride a bike or scooter to school? As the bike racks are 
often left unattended, it is very important that your child locks his/her 
bike up throughout the day. Please talk to your child about how they 
secure their bike or scooter to ensure its safety. 

 

https://toolooashs.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/Uniform-Shop-Order-Form.pdf

