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Evidence Gathering 
Toolooa SHS is a school that is providing all students with a 
quality education in a safe and supportive environment. We are 
a school that is constantly reflecting on our current practices and 

looking for ways to improve. 
 

In the upcoming weeks, a select number of students will have an opportunity to provide 
Toolooa SHS with feedback on a number of areas that impact their schooling at Toolooa. 
More specifically, they will complete a survey whereby they give us their insight into 
areas such as safety, school culture, teaching/learning and clarity and fairness of rules. 
 

This feedback will play an important role in our school’s executive committee moving 
forward in determining priorities for further improvement and thus enabling us to make 
Toolooa SHS an even better school. We do appreciate the student’s feedback. 
 

Uniform Reminder 
Toolooa SHS is a ‘uniform school’ because the Parents’ and Citizens’ Association 
decided at the outset to support the wearing of school uniforms. There are a number of 
advantages of wearing school uniforms, some of these being; developing a sense of 
belonging to a group, pride in membership of that group and identification of students 
travelling to and from school. As it is now getting colder, this is a reminder that the only 
jumpers that are allowed to be worn are either the school jacket or a plain black jumper or 
jacket. If students are choosing to wear a black jacket or jumper, please remember that it 
is to have no logos on it of any shape or size. 
 

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD) 
Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of 
Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to 
identify information already available in the school about supports provided to students 
with disability. These relate to legislative requirements under the Disability Discrimination 
Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 2005, in line with the NCCD 
guidelines (2019). 
 

Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD 
includes: 

• year of schooling 

• category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional 

• level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated 
teaching practice, supplementary, substantial or extensive. 

 

This information assists schools to: 

• formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with 
disability in schools 

• consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in 
schools 

• develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs 
in order to improve educational outcomes for students with disability. 

 

The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to 
plan more broadly for the support of students with disability. 
 

The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your child will not be involved in 
any testing process. The school will provide data to the Australian Government in such a 
way that no individual student will be able to be identified – the privacy and confidentiality 
of all students is ensured. All information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the 
collection, storage and disclosure of personal information. To find out more about these 
matters, please refer to the Australian Government’s Privacy Policy (https://
www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy). 
Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal (https://
www.nccd.edu.au). 
 

If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact the school. 

https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy
https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy
https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy
https://www.nccd.edu.au/
https://www.nccd.edu.au/
https://www.nccd.edu.au/


Good News Stories 
 

Congratulations Chris and Nigel 
 

"In 2013, Gladstone Ports Corporation (GPC), as part of its 

Reconciliation Action Plan under 'Increasing Opportunities,' introduced a 

new bursary to be awarded to Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, and Australian South Sea 

Islander students currently enrolled and attending secondary schools in the Gladstone 

Region. 

 

The aim of the bursary is to help facilitate increased opportunities for local Aboriginal, 

Torres Strait Islander, and Australian South Sea Islander youth by recognising and 

rewarding successfully nominated students' efforts at school and to encourage them to 

continue with their education. 

 

As part of these bursaries, Toolooa nominated students to be considered. In conjunction 
with GPC, Toolooa State High School is proud to announce that Christopher Gyemore 
and Nigel Row Row have been successful in gaining a 'Talent Today, Talent Tomorrow 
Bursary' for 2023." 

2025 Year 11 Subject Selections 
This is an important reminder that the first Senior Schooling Information Evening is on tonight in the shelter, starting at 6pm. 
The Senior Schooling team will be discussing what senior education looks like (Queensland Certificate of Education, ATARs, 
pathways, etc.) and more specifically, what pathways Toolooa offers to support your child transitioning to further education, 
training or employment. 
 
Our second parent/guardian information evening is on next week, 13th of June in the shelter at 6pm. This information evening 
is focussing on what each subject/program is comprised of. Subject Heads of Department, Guidance Officers, Heads of Senior 
Schooling and the Senior Schooling Deputy Principal will all be available to speak with you about Year 11 subject choices and 
pathways, and answer any question you may have. Representatives from external training providers will also be present for 
parents/guardians and students to talk with for any questions in regards to their pathway for 2025. 
Final 2025 Year 11 subject choices will be made later this term. 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
Last week we held our parent teacher interviews which were a great success. Thank you to the many parents who attended 
and thank you for being so understanding around the date change. Parent teacher interviews are an important part of a 
student's educational experience. It is an opportunity for school and home to demonstrate they are on the same team working 
together towards student success. Research indicates when parents and schools work together children achieve better 
academically and an improvement in student engagement and wellbeing is evident. Teachers very much welcome these 
productive relationships and appreciate the chance to discuss your child's progress. Communication is key to the success of 
these relationships, which is why you may hear from your child's teacher throughout the year, equally we encourage you to 
contact the school and your child's teacher if you would like more information on how to best support your student. Your child 
will soon be receiving their Semester report card which is a great indicator of their achievement, effort and behaviour. If you 
have any concerns, please feel free to discuss your child with their year level Deputy Principal or their year level Head of 
Student Engagement. 

 
Senior recipient Chris Gyemore. 

Junior Recipient Nigel Row Row. 
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With Darren Boase 
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From The Junior Secondary 
Head of Department 

With Gerard Clark 
 



 

Assessment Time Survival Tips 
For generations, families with teenagers as a part of their lives have lived the rollercoaster of what is now referred to as 
‘adolescent angst’. We have all enjoyed the romance and drama of Romeo and Juliet, Sandy and Danny in Grease - to the 
escapades of Bill and Ted and their excellent adventures. More recently, a new batch of movies with a similar theme - Mean 
Girls, Pitch Perfect and the new version of Footloose are stories that all depict one theme: the trials and tribulations of surviving 
those teenage years. Negotiating the turbulence, and the highs and lows that throw families into a frenzy and life into limbo! 
 

As our understanding of the brain develops more and more, medical advances help us to understand the neurology of what 
goes on during adolescence. This has provided us with much more knowledge as we see such intense changes in the child we 
thought we knew so well. Understanding these changes helps us to develop ideas to manage and survive what can be a tough 
time for everyone. 
 

Andrew Fuller - an Australian clinical psychologist, is world renowned for his work with young people and families. Andrew uses 
his extensive knowledge and understanding - combined with a great sense of humour and fabulous love of life to educate and 
support kids, schools and families. One of Andrew’s key messages is the importance of well-being for all. 
 

Andrew’s insight into adolescent development provides us with much food for thought. Andrew’s summary of the functioning of 
an adolescent brain is worth considering. 
 

“So, if the early adolescents’ frontal lobes have essentially gone missing in action for a time, this means that teenagers’ brains 
are all tuned up for emotions, fighting, running away and romance, but not so well tuned up for planning, controlling impulses 
and forward thinking.” 
 

Makes sense we think!! 
 

Andrew’s expertise has some great tips about improving learning in teens. Some of his thoughts are as follows: 
 

■ Most Learning Doesn’t Happen at School! 
Children spend only 15% of their time at school. They spend more time sleeping (33%) than they do at 
school. Most of their time (52%) is at home, awake, mucking around, playing, and learning about life. What they do with this 
time is important! 
 

■ Most Of Their Future Learning Won’t Occur In School. 
An estimated 70% of the jobs that will exist in the year 2020 do not exist now. Knowledge is doubling every three years. Fifty 
years ago a high school graduate left school knowing about 75% of what they would need to know in their working life — 
today’s high school graduate will leave knowing about 2%! 
 

■ Limit TV Watching, Video and Computer Games. 
Bad news for those of you with older children! At 17years of age the optimal amount of TV viewing is half an hour per day. And 
while some exposure to computer games is good, too much can be toxic. 
 

■ More Than Nine Hours Of Sleep. 
Teenagers need as much sleep as children. This is partly because their brains are doing so much work developing. Always 
remember there is no such thing as a sleep bank. So just because you slept 10 hours one night doesn ’t mean you can get 
away with only sleeping six hours the next night. Students who don’t get enough sleep have to work much harder to do well at 
school. 
 

■ Eat a Good Breakfast and Drink Water. 
If your Mum ever said have fish or eggs for breakfast because it’s brain food, she was right! As long as it’s medically safe to do 
so, a  breakfast that is high in protein (think cheese, milk, bacon, eggs) and lower in carbohydrates (think cereal, orange juice 
and toast) promotes concentration and learning. Encourage your child to drink lots of water; the brain runs on it! 
 

■ Use Aromas 
The aromas most often associated with improvements in concentration and memory are lemon, basil and rosemary. 
 

■ Limit the Amount Of Part-Time Work. 
Senior secondary students should not work more than ten hours a week at a part-time job. If they do so, there is clear evidence 
that their marks will suffer. 

(From - Help Your Child Succeed At School by Andrew Fuller) 
 

As we head into another assessment period ,we hope this helps a little bit with managing some of the minefields. Remember 
you are not alone – we are here to assist. Give us a call if you need to. 

Good Guidance 
with Karyn Baxter, Jenny Morris, 

 & Silke Hetherington. 
 

FROM THE GUIDANCE OFFICE 



Art News 



Art News 



English News 
 

In Year 8 LPG this term, 
students have been reading 
and comprehending First 
Nations stories and the 
connection to culture. In keeping with our First Nations 
theme, we invited our social worker, Alyssa, to teach our 
8G class about Māori culture from her life growing up in 
New Zealand. She shared with us an origin story on how 
Maui Fished Up the North Island of New Zealand, as well 
as teaching our students key Māori language. Thank you 
to Alyssa for sharing your culture with our class. 

First Nation News 
 

Reconciliation Week occurs annually from May 
27th to June 3rd. It is a time for all Australians to 
reflect on the relationships between Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples and non-
Indigenous Australians. The week 
commemorates two important milestones: 
Anniversary of the 1967 Referendum and 
Anniversary of the High Court's Mabo 
decision. It's a time to celebrate achievements 
in reconciliation and to reflect on the ongoing 
journey towards a reconciled, just, and equitable 
Australia for all. 
 
Last week, our Toolooa SHS community 
celebrated Reconciliation Week with Junior and 
Senior parades, focusing on this year’s theme, 
Now more than ever! Where staff and students 
recorded statement presented in an amazing 
PowerPoint about what Reconciliation means to 
them as part of the Toolooa Community. We 
culminated our celebrations with a whole school 
BBQ and music Under T block, thanks to our 
wonderful P & C and ESS Compass. 
 
Our school community would like to send a 
massive thank you to all the staff and students 
that assisted throughout the week and our 
volunteers from the community. 
 
- YBI: Majella, Katherine, and Hannah. 
- Uncle Rick from Contract Resources. 
- Nicolle and Bec from the Smith Family. 
- The Salvos for the loan of the BBQ trailer. 

First Nations 



Home Economics News 
 

Grade 10 TFF students have been very busy this term, making a tote bag. This has been a big step up for 
our Food and Fibre students in terms of their sewing, as they’ve had to make a pocket and facing to line 
their bag, so they look very professional and will be more durable and user friendly. The students have 
really been enjoying stretching themselves and creating something more complex and something that they 
will be able to use regularly. 

    Nurse Natters 

Some of the bags part way through the sewing process 



OFFERED FOR SALE BY TENDER 
Toolooa State High School 

 

Process 
The listed items are being made available for sale via tender process by Toolooa State High School. Tenders may be submitted by emailing 
the Business Manager at bsm@toolooashs.eq.edu.au 
Please email your name, lot number you are bidding on and the amount you wish to tender for the items. 
 

Timeline 
Tenders will be accepted from Thursday 6 June 2024 to 5pm Thursday 13th June 2024. No Tender will be accepted after this time. 
 

Persons submitting the successful tender will be notified on the 14th of 
June and are asked to finalise payment by 3pm on the 18th June 2024. 
Failure to pay by this date will forfeit the sale and the item will be offered 
to another tenderer.  
 

Payments may be made by cash, bank transfer or EFT. 
 

Conditions and Inspection of Goods 
Goods are offered on a “as is” basis only. 
Goods can be inspected by arrangement with our Business Manager on 
49714333 during the tender dates. 
 

After the Sale 
No warranty or backup service is available, either implied or stated. 
Toolooa State High School cannot and will not provide any support either 
by way of parts or expertise after item has been removed from the 
school. 
 

Conditions 
The Department of Education reserves the right not to accept a tender, 
and may set a reserve price. Whilst all care has been taken, the 
Department of Education disclaims all liability for loss or damage to 
person or property arising from the removal and subsequent use of any 
item for tender. 
 

To view photos and to download the Tender forms please follow the link 
below: 
 

https://toolooashs.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/
FormsAndDocuments/Documents/Tender%2005.06.24.pdf 

mailto:bsm@toolooashs.eq.edu.au
https://toolooashs.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/Tender%2005.06.24.pdf
https://toolooashs.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/Tender%2005.06.24.pdf
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A Reminder To Wear a Helmet 
When Riding Your Bicycle 

 

We would like to remind everyone that the road rules require you, to wear an 
approved (Australian Standard 2063 or AS/NZS 2063) bicycle helmet. This 
helmet must be worn on your head, and properly fitted and fastened before use. 

Bike & Scooter Safety 
Does your child ride a bike or scooter to school? As the 
bike racks are often left unattended, it is very important 
that your child locks his/her bike up throughout the day. 
Please talk to your child about how they secure their 
bike or scooter to ensure its safety. 

School Dental Clinic 
 

If you would like your 
student to see the school 
dental clinic, please arrange 
an appointment by 
contacting the number 
below: 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone (07) 4920 6372 

https://ppr.qed.qld.gov.au/attachment/managing-students-health-support-needs-at-school-procedure.pdf 

https://ppr.qed.qld.gov.au/attachment/managing-students-health-support-needs-at-school-procedure.pdf


 

Tuckshop News 
 

We have eftpos 
machine in the 
tuckshop, with a 
no cash out 
policy. You can 
also pre-order 

your lunch if you wish so that you 
don’t have to wait in line or miss 
out on your favourite food. 
 

Please use some 
etiquette and be 
considerate when 
using the EFTPOS 
facilities, & if you do 
utilise this privilege, please wait for 
your transaction to be approved 
before walking off or do not start 
eating or drinking your order until 
the transaction has been 
approved. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

We can no longer 
accept payments 
over the phone or 
written on the 
uniform sheet as 
the bank has removed the 
manual function on our eftpos 
machines. 
 

Thankyou. 
Kim—Tuckshop Convenor 

Calculators Available 
from the Office 

 

Please be advised that Scientific Calculators and Graphics 
Calculators have now arrived at the school. 
 

Scientific Calculators are $25.25 each. 
 

Graphics Calculators are $222.20 each. (These 
calculators are only required by some maths students in 
Yrs. 11 and 12. 
 

Students can purchase these from the office but only 
during their recess breaks. 

P & C Meeting Dates 
 

P & C Meetings are week 3 & 8 of 
every Term on a Monday @ 6pm in 
the Shelter Classroom which is 
entered via the door in the carpark turnaround. 
 
 

Please see the below dates for future 
meetings. 
 

• 22/07/2024 
• 26/08/2024 

• 14/10/2024 
• 02/12/2024 

School 
Uniform 

Donations 
Wanted 

 

The school would like 
to ask families to 
consider donating to 
the school any used 
uniforms that they are 
not handing on or 
selling. 
 

These uniforms are 
then used for 
emergent situations 
as required. (They are 
NOT sold). 
 

If you wish to donate 
your uniforms (in 
good condition) 
please leave them at 
our front office. 
 

Thankyou, any help is 
greatly appreciated. 



 

Toolooa State High School Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 8:00am - 3:30 pm 

General Enquiries Ph. 07 4971 4333 

Student Absentee Notification Ph. 07 4971 4360 

Toolooa State High School 
2 Philip Street 

PO Box 8109 

South Gladstone Qld 4680 

 

 Uniform Shop 
News 

 

Opening Hours are Tuesdays 
8am-12pm 

 

Enquiries, online orders or emergencies please 
email uniformshop@toolooashs.eq.edu.au  

 

You can download a uniform pre order form from 
the school website at www.toolooashs.eq.edu.au 

 

Just a reminder that the everyday shorts with 
Toolooa Logo are COMPULSORY 

 

Music shirts are now available to 
purchase at the uniform shop. 

Tuckshop News 
 

Check our daily special board for 
changing meals or why not order a healthy salad or 
wrap suited to your own requirements? Please see 
our staff to help you with this. 
 

Students can preorder at tuckshop from 8.20am for 
their lunch to ensure they do not miss out on their 
favourite food or if they have a special request 
please have a chat with one of the tuckshop ladies. 
 

Did you know we offer outside catering as well as 
internal catering? 
 

If you are having a Luncheon/ staff morning or 
afternoon tea, we can help with a variety of 
options? 
 

Sandwich and Wrap Platters, 
 

Fruit and Sweets Platters, and 
other options are available. 
 

Call our staff for a quote. 
 

Phone #: 49714353. 

Report an Absence 

https://toolooashs.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/Uniform-Shop-Order-Form.pdf

